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GUIDE TO ELIGIBLE AND INELIGIBLE PROJECT COSTS 

 

 

 

  

 
 
ELIGIBLE PROJECT COSTS 
 
The financial assistance available from all four programmes within the Business Growth Programme 
listed above is either for innovative production processes leading to products that are “close to 
market” or the relocation/expansion of the business. Applications will need to demonstrate viability, 
need, sustainability and new investment including eligible expenditure being linked directly to the 
growth of the business including the creation of new jobs. 
 
Eligible expenditure under each programme is as follows: 
 
HS2, GBSCP, BIP, BDP 
 

 Capital Expenditure - the purchase of capital equipment and improvements in systems or 
processes; and the application of innovative advanced technology 

 

 Market Development - assistance for carrying out studies, product branding and logo, business 
stationery, marketing material, attendance at exhibitions and trade fairs. 

 

 Business Coaching and Mentoring - including consultancy support to promote the growth of the 
business. 

 
HS2 only 
 

 Building Information Modelling (BIM) – View the BIS guide to BIM here. 
 
GBSCP and BIP only 
 

 New Product Development - assistance towards concept development, testing, prototyping and 
product launch. 

 
BDP only 
 

 Relocation/Expansion - relocation costs, internal refurbishment of current or new/additional 
premises. 

 
 
It is recommended that before completing an application form for one of the programmes above, you 
contact your local partner to discuss your project and the expenditure in more detail. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/34710/12-1327-building-information-modelling.pdf
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INELIGIBLE PROJECT COSTS 
 
Travel Expenses / Subsistence 

- Accommodation  
- Car parking 
- Company vehicles  
- Courier services 
- Flights  
- Food and drink 
- Mileage 
- Petrol, diesel or other fuel 
- Travel abroad 
 

 
General Business Expenses 

- Adverts 
- Exhibition attendance/entrance fee 
- Forwarding of post for a change of address as part of relocation 
- Ink/toner cartridges or printer ink 
- Internal employee wages/time 
- Monthly bills/annual charges (ie telephone, internet, utilities, servicing of equipment, computer 

packages or web hosting) 
- Newspapers/journals 
- Printing of current promotional material 
- Postage 
- Service/maintenance charges on office equipment 
- Stock items 
- Subscriptions to magazines, etc 

 
 

Property Expenses 
- Conversion of a building into offices for rental purposes 
- Exterior doors 
- External repairs/upgrade to current/new premises 
- External security equipment excluding CCTV 
- New build 
- Rent & rates for current or new premises 
- Rent deposit on new premises 
- Roofing 
- Service charges 

 
 
Professional Fees 

- Accountancy fees  
- Consultancy fees relating to completing the application 
- Membership of professional trade organisations or bodies 
- Recruitment 
- Training 
- Writing of a business plan, marketing strategy, etc 

 
 

Please note: this list is not exhaustive and may be subject to amendments 


